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Disaster Resilient Schools
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Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to present about how TFS CFS has utilised CRC research in Child centred disaster risk reduction.



Bushfire-Ready Schools

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background:TFS - CFS has undertaken considerable work in the past few years to address the global Comprehensive School Safety Framework in support of disaster risk reduction and resilience in the education sector. The past four years the Disaster Resilient Schools project (part funded by the TBMGP) has been working to the 3 pillars-Pillar 1 -Safe school facilities- Bushfire-ready schools program: assessing schools for bushfire hazards and risk factors to bushfire impacts. Assessment of facility with a report providing a category rating that support schools to undertake mitigation activities to address hazards; Pillar 2 -School emergency management planning- the new Bushfire-ready schools website includes an online emergency plan template to help school EM groups and business managers with EM plan that identifies their emergency primary action of ‘shelter in place’ or ‘leave early’ according to their category and bushfire situation.-   Pillar 3- a new teacher delivery education resource, DRET, which is what I will focus on today.



2018 Consult into feasibility
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Consultation into the feasibility of DRE was undertaken since in 2018 with…  	- National education resource and literature review, consult with BNHCRC CCDRR researchers, emergency services agencies, education staff, government stakeholders, teachers, students and parents/carers. It was identified that educators are keenly aware of, and interested in, delivering lesson on hazards, disaster risk reduction and community resilience. However, to do so educators require local specific, comprehensive and easy to access resources; and collaborations with the emergency services sector in high risk areas as the subject matter experts for these hazards. 	-Educators identified that a time efficient, easy and interactive online resource, that has Tasmania specific information, requires minimal background research and preparation; would be the most likely way they can deliver DRE to their students. -Also identified was the need of a communications and Integration strategy and teacher professional development sessions.	



2018- 2019 development phase
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In 2018 a Case study- As part of the Tasmania DRE feasibility consultation a 5 lesson plan teacher delivery package was adapted from the Victoria CFA/SES Disaster Resilience Project ‘Natural Hazard Resilience Package’ for a Tasmania education setting.  The case study was conducted with a specialist subject teacher and a year 7 class at Huonville High School in August and September 2018. (to test the Tasmania adapted lesson plans.)
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In 2019 as part of project work…-the 5 lesson plans were refined and 2 teachers reviewed these plans and the education scope and sequence document-stakeholder engagement for Tasmanian relevant content- images, footage, activities etc- Development of the online resource by a web company- Stakeholder testing and feedback by students and teachers at 5 Tasmanian schools -7 classes= 7 teachers and 198 students+1 home educator and student.-Roadshow was completed visiting school staff and municipal emergency management meetings to promote the resource to principals, teachers and staff-Teacher training in September in north, north-west and the south was offered but cancelled due to no registrations-Integration of resource into service delivery strategy and communications with government stakeholders- DPAC, DoE, Local Govt EM,  Independent schools, TFS and SES-DRET is now live and is to be launched on 23 October 2019 at a primary school by Emergency Services MinisterSLIDE
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In DRET- Lessons are supported with information, activities and resource links and in the teacher guide section contains the answers for the quizzes. Each lesson is accompanied with a video teacher guide to explain the key concepts and instructions for the lesson. DRET has been designed so that educators have the flexibility to differentiate responses to tasks according to the year group and their student’s abilities. In the 5 lessons teachers and students explore local hazards and the occurrence of disasters in Tasmania. The 5 lessons are: What is disaster resilience? Our local hazards, Disaster risk and vulnerability, Becoming disaster resilient and Taking action. By the end of the DRET unit students and teachers should:  know what being disaster resilient means for individuals and communities,  identify local natural hazards,  begin to understand key concepts of prevention, preparedness, response and recovery,  understand how preparation, planning and emergency drills can help people to respond more safely in an emergency, and  know where to find information and advice to help plan and prepare for floods, storms and bushfires. 
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Students explore disaster resilience concepts in reading material, videos, quizzes, maps and emergency plans. They participate in class brainstorming activities and discussions. Students are able to save their work for assessment and to keep a record of their work for the unit. 
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As to the advice in consultation, making disaster resilience education relevant to Tasmania schools and students was a key component in lesson planning and content. The three main Tasmania hazards of bushfires, floods and storms have been the focus of education into natural hazards in Tasmania…Tasmania content in lessons and activities include:-images and footage of Tasmania disasters; recent and in the past,- Viewing online stories of peoples experiences of Tasmania disasters- including the 1929 Launceston floods, 1967 Black Tuesday Bushfires and the 2013 Tasman Peninsula bushfires,LISTMap data set layers to identify local bushfire/ flood history and identified risk areas,Using TasALERT website, looking into the ‘Get Ready’ section investigating Tasmania hazards,Accessing plan templates on SES and TFS websites,Activities such as accessing local govt municipal emergency plans and schools plans, andLooking at how students are making a difference and taking action in their communities to raising awareness about local hazards and disaster resilience (Strathewen PS and Invermay PS)



Utilisation of research
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So considering research and how it supports what we do…DRRE practice framework has been utilised to guide the project work with key aspects being:-Evaluation, design and implementation with collaborations and partnerships. -Considerations of inclusion and participation of stakeholders in government and our education (teacher/student) end users.
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